Young Eagles!

How do you inspire kids?  How do you motivate kids to get away from the video games?  How do you give kids some direction and drive?  

One way is to show them something exciting to work toward.

The Young Eagles program excites kids by giving them airplane rides, to show them there is a big world out there beyond television and video games.  We do this at no cost to the kids.

So far, the Young Eagles program of the Experimental Aircraft Association has given rides to over 1.4 million kids, with chapter 902 in Mulino flying 3,693 kids in northwestern Oregon.  If the kids are old enough, beyond just seeing the world from 2,000 feet, they get to fly the plane for a few minutes under the supervision of the pilot.  You should see the grins on their faces on their return!  “I saw our house!”  “I got to fly the plane!”  And it’s all for free.

Timothy was one of those kids.  After his free airplane ride he knew what he wanted for a career.  He wanted to fly.   And he didn’t want to wait.  So, mowing lawns week after week and doing other odd jobs, he saved money for flying lessons.  He now has 17 hours of flight time—at the age of 15.

Christopher was inspired by his flight.  At 16, he knows he wants to be a commercial pilot and has mapped out how he will get there.   Getting all the qualifications is not cheap, so he knows that as soon as he is old enough, he will become an air traffic controller.  He is taking an online college curriculum and is half way to a college degree.

In addition to the airplane rides, EAA operates an Air Academy for kids from 12 to 18.  Although the academy has an aviation emphasis, the kids also meet and learn to work with kids from all parts of the country as well as kids from other countries.  Chapter 902 in Mulino sponsors at least one kid per year to attend the Air Academy.

