DIRECTION TO PREVENT FLYING of Lithuania aircraft

DIR/05/2002/LY

1.
This Direction is issued under article 118 of the Air Navigation Order 2000 (ANO) is addressed to any person who is the operator or commander of an aircraft located in the United Kingdom with Lithuanian Registration Marks commencing LY-.

2.
For the reasons set out in the Appendix hereto, it appears to the Civil Aviation Authority that aircraft with the above referenced registrations are likely to be flown in such circumstances that the flight would be in contravention of Article 8(1) of the ANO, which refers to the recognition of certificates of airworthiness.

3.
In exercise of its powers under Article 118(1) of the ANO the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) hereby directs the operator and commander of any aircraft with the above referenced registrations not to permit that aircraft to fly otherwise than in accordance with paragraph 4 below.  

4.
Notwithstanding this direction an aircraft may fly if an Exemption has been issued in respect of that particular aircraft by the CAA against the provisions of Article 8 of the ANO and any conditions specified in such an exemption are complied with.

This direction will take effect from 0001 hours on 21 May 2002.

Note 1
Aircraft types that may be affected include, but are not limited to, Yakovlev 12, 18, 50, 52 and 55 aircraft and Sukhoi 26, 29 and 31 aircraft.

Note 2
See Appendix for details relating to applying to the CAA for an exemption to be issued to permit continued operation of such aircraft and likely conditions. 

APPENDIX TO DIRECTION TO PREVENT FLYING OF CERTAIN 

LITHUANIAN REGISTERED AIRCRAFT

This Appendix is issued to provide additional information in support of the Direction to Prevent Flying; reference DIR/05/2002/LY dated 13 May 2002.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Lithuania has recently changed its policy regarding the status of Yakovlev 50 and 52 aircraft which are know to have been operating on Certificates of Airworthiness issued by that State.

The Civil Aviation Authority of Lithuania originally issued Standard Certificates of Airworthiness for these aircraft, which purported to be compliant with the provisions of Article 33 of the ICAO Convention with respect to the mutual acceptability of such certificates within any ICAO Contracting State. The Lithuanian CAA has now determined that these aircraft do not meet the full requirements applicable to civil aircraft certification that would allow a Standard Certificate of Airworthiness to be issued. They have accordingly announced that all Yakovlev 50 and 52 aircraft on their register will be re-issued with Special Certificates of Airworthiness at the next renewal of the Lithuanian certificate. These revised Certificates now include a condition that states:

‘The Civil Aviation Administration (CAA) in exercising its powers under the Aviation Act of the Republic of Lithuania, Part 1, Chapter 30 and the CAA Statute, Parts 6.12 and 6.18, hereby, authorizes this aircraft to operate within the airspace of the Republic of Lithuania in compliance with the limitations specified in the Annex to this Certificate. This Special Certificate of Airworthiness does not fully meet the Convention on International Civil Aviation dated 7 December 1944.’

The Yakovlev 50 and 52 aircraft types do not meet the full requirements for civil certification, largely reflecting their original roots as an aircraft of military design and the actions of the Lithuanian CAA clearly support this. This may however also apply to other types of aircraft such as the Yakovlev 12, Yakovlev 18, Yakovlev 55, Sukhoi 26, Sukhoi 29 and Sukhoi 31 where the basis for civil certification cannot be adequately determined and it is understood that the Lithuanian CAA will issue Special Certificates of Airworthiness for these aircraft as well. This is endorsed by the UK CAA’s current policy for these aircraft, where they would be considered as only being eligible for a UK Permit to Fly. Accordingly the CAA can only consider these Lithuanian Special Certificates of Airworthiness to be equivalent in status to the Permit to Fly system in use within the UK. It should also be noted that the decision of the Lithuanian CAA clearly brings into question the continued acceptability of the certification basis for any of these aircraft, whether they have already been issued with these Special Certificates of Airworthiness of not.

In view of this it appears to the CAA that these aircraft when operating in UK airspace are in breach of Articles 8 of the Air Navigation Order 2000 relating to the requirements for an aircraft to hold an appropriate Standard Certificate of Airworthiness. It is the CAA’s normal policy to require that operators of such aircraft apply to the CAA for an Exemption against the requirements to hold a Standard Certificate of Airworthiness in order to permit flight within UK airspace. .  The CAA is adopting the same approach in this case.

It should be noted that where the CAA issues such an exemption it will normally be limited to a period of one month. It is not CAA policy to extend such exemptions beyond that duration unless the owner has made application to the CAA for the aircraft to be registered in the UK and for the issue of a UK Permit to Fly. Where such application has been made and the aircraft is eligible for a UK Permit to Fly the CAA may consider extending such exemptions to facilitate the progression of the associated investigation and to accommodate delays in the subsequent issue of the Permit to Fly. Where the aircraft is not eligible for a Permit to Fly the initial exemption will not be extended and the aircraft will be grounded, except that in such cases the CAA will consider the issue of an exemption only to allow the aircraft to leave the UK.

Applications for exemptions for the above referenced Lithuanian registered aircraft should be made in writing to the CAA and should include the following information:

· Copy of the registration document for the aircraft.

· Copy of the current ‘certificate of airworthiness’ for the aircraft issued by the Civil Aviation Authority of the State of Registration.

· Copy of the limitations or conditions associated with such Certificates of Airworthiness.

· Copy of the application for UK Permit to Fly and allocation of registration (for extended exemptions)

Any applications for exemptions or queries regarding this subject should be addressed in writing to Applications and Certification Section, Civil Aviation Authority, Safety Regulation Group, Aviation House, Gatwick Airport South, West Sussex, RH6 0YR.

Tel: 01293 768374 

Fax: 01293 573860
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